LOGLINE
THE MUSHROOM SPEAKS traces possible alliances with
the fungal reign. As if in an uprising of spores, the encounters of the film explore the theme of renewal, and
question what connects us when the world seems to be
falling apart.

SYNOPSIS
THE MUSHROOM SPEAKS unfolds the healing qualities of
fungi and their ability to regenerate. This personal journey takes us on a walk alongside parasites, symbionts and
decomposers offering ideas of both interconnectedness
and collaboration. Driven by a vision of resistance, the encounters seek possibilities of renewal and question what
connects us when the world seems to be falling apart.
With mushrooms and their allies the film invites to imagine a myco-cultural (r)evolution. What if the fungus could
help us address and radically change our relationship to
this world?

DIRECTOR‘S NOTE
Just when I least expect them,
they jump into my field of vision,
and, like a gift,
with the surprise of the unexpected,
remind me of the fortune
to simply being here.

THE MYCELIAL GAZE
Fungi challenge me to explore the unknown, to look beneath the surface, to
adapt, to respect imperfections, to slow down and always seek an alternative path. Through the fungal lens I tend to see the world in it‘s innumerable
connections.
Originating in space, present at the very dawn of life on Earth, fungi know
how to interact with their environment. As recyclers they are experts in sustainability, transforming fossil fuels without generating waste. As parasites with
metamorphic capacities, they engender diseases that are central to the health
of all other living beings. And by communicating symbiotically with plants to
survive, fungi inspire me to think about my own relationships differently.
At the heart of this project is my intention to create an awareness of the unique skills and qualities that the study of mycology can offer. Whether it‘s the
meaning of a deep experience of nature, cultivating healthy food, revitalizing
land or making connections between people, exploring the capacities of fungi
allows me to experience the fertility of life and death. From traditional gathering
to mushroom cultivation, from art to activism, from citizen science to the hard
sciences: a rapidly expanding myco-culture is « myceliating » around the world.

To me, making a film is first of all an experience of sharing. I’m looking for
complicity during those unique encounters. My ethos as an artist is largely
influenced by ideas found in deep ecology in which all beings are seen as
having an inherent value, awareness, and intelligence. Sharing intelligence
might be the only way to create a future when living within the endangered
ecosystems of our time in which man-made disturbances exceed all other
geological forces. Our era is one of unprecedented change and during this
Great Acceleration, it will become increasingly necessary for all of us to move
towards the fringes. What will we choose to do at those edges?
THE MUSHROOM SPEAKS offers a vision of interconnectivity and collaboration. Patterns of resilience, self-reliance, stewardship and healing are infused
throughout the conversations of this film. The narrative explores through a
personal journey of thoughts, a kind of rhetorical mycelium, a fungi-inspired
perception where ideas become spores as the fungus transforms that which
is concrete. In contemplating the fungal consciousness I seek to celebrate
a joyful relationship to the natural world. Fungi have astonishing powers to
change things very quickly. And so do we!

CHARACTERS
ANNA LOWENHAUPT TSING, professor of anthropology at the University of California, Santa Cruz and author of The Mushroom at the End
of the World. Tsing‘s imaginative observations follow the fungal roots
into a former broan coal mine in Denmark. The underground root system of Bohemian truﬄes create life through their symbiotic relationship
with plants, called mycorrhiza, a highly sophisticated survival strategy
inspiring to draw thoughts about our own being in this world.

GEOFFROY RENAUD, a deeply engaged mushroom farmer in Montreal,
spreads spores with a group of Radical Mycology activists to clean up petrol contaminated soils. In various industrial wastelands and urban spaces
the traces of their actions bloom with oyster mushrooms in the fields.

THE MUSHROOM may have put a spell on FRIDA and her tomcat :
You don‘t need to look for mushrooms. No, they find you !

PETER MCCOY, author of Radical Mycology, a treatise on seeing and working with fungi, and founder of Mycologos, the world‘s first school of mycology, shares his very personal philosophy of a growing myco-culture.
Along with various practical skills, Peter‘s perspective presents a way of
thoroughly integrating the habits of fungi into one‘s way of being. With
him, Radical Mycologists stand as a voice for the Earth, dealing with the
challenges of our time in a creative way : think like mycelia - act like a spore !

URSULA WEIHER, an experienced mushroom gatherer, introduces the
biology of fungi while finding recyclers, parasites and symbionts on a
walk through the Black Forest in Germany. Ursula’s enchanted recipes
surprise us almost as much as her humorous approach to what might
be toxic and what not.

FRANZ XAVER VOLLENWEIDER is the Co-Director of the Center for Psychiatric Research, Director of the Neuropsychopharmacology and Brain
Imaging Unit, and Professor of Psychiatry in the School of Medicine, University of Zurich. For more than 30 years he has studied the therapeutic
possibilities of psychedelic substances to treat depression and to restore
emotional empathy. A foray into his recent studies sheds some light on
the abilty of human beings to relate and to transform.

BIOGRAPHY / FILMOGRAPHY
Driven by her love of curious encounters, Marion Neumann is an intuitive filmmaker. Her work is rooted in personal experience, navigating between documentary and experimental approaches, weaving narratives
between science, poetry, and contemporary social issues. Her work aspires to create a sense of wonder to reflect on ways of being in this world.
THE MUSHROOM SPEAKS is her 2nd feature film. As a cinematographer
her illustrious collaborators include Jiska Rickels, Pauline Julier, Michel Favre, Nicolas Humbert and Werner Penzel. Based in Geneva, she co-founded an artist collective and continues to work with fungi.

THIS MOMENT IS NOT THE SAME (feature) 2010, Werner Penzel Film, Munich
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DAY AT NIGHT (short) 2000, HFF Munich
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WAY BEYOND Pauline Julier, 2021, Close up films, Geneva
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WILD PLANTS Nicolas Humbert, 2016, Close up Films Geneva, Leykauf Film, Munich
NOWHERE NEAR TOMORROW Lisa Reisch, 2010, HWG-Filmproduction
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